
MGB GT V8 - G-D2D1/2831-G

Build Date – March 18th 1976

Registered – December 1976

Colour – Brooklands Green

Interior – Autumn Leaf

Dealer – Lucas Ltd – Notts

Delivered – Maidstone – Kent

Name - Kermit



Kermit was road registered at the end of December 1976, so presumably sat in a 

showroom for nine months.

No early owner history is known until Harry Hartman aquired the car in 1981 following 

a carburettor/engine fire not long after having passed its MOT at ~28K miles in 

Maidstone - Kent.

Harry owned Kermit until 2019. Harry had started a restoration based on a brand new 

factory bodyshell reputedly the last V8 bodyshell ever made in 1980, but laid unused.

Harry paid £724.50 for the factory bodyshell in 1981

Kermit sat in Harrys Mums garage for over forty years as Harry emigrated to the USA 

and the restoration stalled.

Kermit would still be there now had the bungalow not been put up for sale.

Introduction



MG Enthusiasts who helped liberate 
Kermit

Chris Redfern – Ace MG Restorer and personal friend brokered the deal for me and helped gather the 

parts together as the car was in pieces. I’m not sure how many crates we filled, but it was a lot. Could 

not have done it without Chris.

Anthony Binnington – Longterm MGB Racer who stored Kermit at his premises for some months prior to 

me collecting.

Steve Dixon – Millie Miglia MGA race car and Twin Cam owner who financed the deal by purchasing the 

car from Harry Hartmans UK representative (Harper) before selling onto myself.



The factory original V8 engine partially dismantled with 

bits and pieces scattered around prior to crating up.
Kermit on Chris Redferns Trailer – Leaving Harrys Mums 

bungalow after forty years.

Back at my place in Dorset where the restoration 

started again.



Kermit - Evaluation

Tempting as it was to dive right in I decided on a different approach and identified a number of key questions to be answered

1: Is it the real thing?

2: Is it all there?

3: What works been done so far

4: Is the work done any good?

5: Next steps?

I already knew the numbers matched up. It does have a V8 body number too. Sadly the factory don’t appear to have 

recorded body numbers. Some of the keys matched the Heritage Certificate numbers – as good as it gets.

All the rare V8 parts were there including a pair of almost perfect exhaust manifolds.

Most of the work done already wasn’t great. Harry had blown over the unprepped bodyshell with non original Tundra 

cellulose, I decided to start again.



Drive to the Austrian Lakes, Venice & Cinque Terre. Back home via 

the South of France to repeat a journey made with my first wife in 

MGB GT – JVA 552P Citron (where are you now?).

End up with a non-concourse but otherwise good solid vehicle

capable of regular use.

Goals & Aims
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You!


