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St Swithin’s Day on 56 Cylinders

On one of the hottest days of the year, the backroads around Lostwithiel in Cornwall echoed to the 8-cylinder roar of no less than seven MG RV8s. With all RV8s arriving
with their tops firmly down, this must mean that they will be down on every outing for the next 40 days! It is of course unusual enough to locate one of these rare beasts
in Devon or Cornwall, but V8 Register member Peter Cutting (who has two examples himself) extended a very kind invitation to a Friday gathering, with participants
joining from the Tamar Valley through to Carrick Roads for a splendid lunch prepared by Peter and his wife Phillipa. While lunch would have been quite enough, time
was taken afterward to explore the foibles and individuality of each other’s cars.

For a one-model car, there proved to be a surprising variation, all worthy of discussion! Walnut dashes and door trim replacing burr elm, chrome bezels vs black, moto-
lita steering wheels and different window winders were clearly a matter of taste, as was the large MG badge stuck on a glove box lid by an enthusiastic Japanese first
owner. Perhaps more rationally another enterprising first owner of a very low mileage example had managed to get wider tyres on the back (235 65 X 15R) than the front
which had what looked like Clive Wheatley’s wheels — interesting!

Less controversial was the debate between keeping the aircon and removing it. | saw some benefit in cooling the footwells and having cold air instead of warm blowing
over you, but | sense that | may have been in the minority. Nevertheless, the opportunity was taken to regas Peter’s aircon while we were there, using a Thompson'’s kit.
Sadly while the aircon was repressured successfully, the changeover switch was not working so more work required on another day. The colours of the cars formed a
pleasing balance, with Le Mans Green flanked by Nightfire Red and Woodcote Green. We will certainly do it again and would be delighted if other local RV8s could join
us if they would like to - including the owner of the Woodcote Green example spotted by John and Sylvia on their return via the Tavistock to Callington Road - please get
in touch with me on 07887 788938 and you will be included future email traffic.
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