Classic car theft is increasing — time for a tracker?
With rising classic car values, sadly thefts of classic cars are
increasing. Many are stolen by determined criminals, in some
cases to be broken for spares. What a fate for a cherished classic
car? So how can a classic car owner defend their car from theft?
The vital thing is to be alerted when there is any interference with
the car and, if it is stolen, to have information as to where the car is
to enable recovery to be achieved. The likelihood of the police
responding to a report that a car has been stolen by actively
working to recover the car will be far, far greater if you can provide
live information on the whereabouts of a stolen car. So how can
you monitor and locate a classic car to provide a good defence
against thieves? Well that's where a vehicle tracker is essential —
it's a vital device for classic car enthusiasts. Only when an
enthusiast has sufficient information so they can understand
trackers — the alerts they can provide of disturbance to their car, the
recovery benefit and the ease with which an installation can be
made - will they be able to make an informed assessment of
whether fitting one would be worthwhile and then make a further
assessment of the value for money. Here we aim to do just that by
reviewing a popular tracker supplied by Classic Tracker.

What does the tracker do?

The tracker provides two-way location vehicle tracking using GSM
and GPS technology with an anti-jamming feature together with
disturbance alerts, low battery and battery disconnect alerts and an
optional remote vehicle immobiliser. It also has SafeZone where a
zone is assigned to where the vehicle is normally stored and when
the vehicle moves out of that zone an alert is sent to you. Single or
multiple zones can be configured at no extra cost, so if you are
parked up at a hotel when attending a classic car event, an
additional zone can be created there. Alerts are sent via SMS-text
message or email so whether you use the latest smartphone or an
older style mobile you will always receive a notification.

Real-time map tracking is a valuable feature as it provides access
to the whereabouts and status of your car at any time using a
mobile phone app or a web browser on an iPad or a laptop. There
you will see on a map where the car is located.

An additional service provides professional 24/7 monitoring of
your car and a further service is available providing a 24/7/365
incident interaction with UK police where, in the event your vehicle
is stolen, you will be provided with a designated control desk to
enable the police to recover your car.

Does the tracker consume power when the car is parked up?
The tracker consumes very little power when parked up because
after five minutes of inactivity it is enters into GPS sleep mode

whenever the ignition is switched off to preserve the vehicle battery.

In that mode power consumption can be as low as 10mA. This is
well covered even by a solar battery conditioner used by some
classic car owners when their car is parked up over winter months
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which usually provide a maximum of 150mA, although often owners
will have a mains powered battery conditioner plugged into their
classic. Both keep the battery in good condition close to fully
charged so the minor tracker consumption is not a concern. The
tracker also has its own battery backup so even in the event of loss
of external power from the car’s battery, it is still able to report its
whereabouts for many hours. That’s useful if a thief were to
disconnect the car battery.

What does the installation involve?

Classic Tracker have reduced the installation of their Standard-
Wired tracker down to a simple three wire task with minimal
changes to a classic car’s original wiring. That’s reassuring should
you wish to remove the tracker at a later stage. On a negative earth
vehicle, the first wire (red) should be connected to a permanently
live positive 12V supply, the second (black) to negative earth and
the third (yellow) to a positive 12V switched ignition. The kit comes
with wiring diagrams and instructions. See photos of the kit.

Compact Standard Wired tracker from Classic Tracker, size
65mm by 57mm, with a three wire installation

With such a compact tracker, it can be located wherever you wish
in the car to make it difficult for a thief to find, but ideally the tracker
should have little or no metal immediately above it which could
prevent receipt of GPS signals. It will still operate within the metal
shell of the car. The device has internal and external antennae so it
should be mounted with the brand sticker facing open sky. It's a
straightforward installation that can be carried out by an owner or by
an auto-electrician. For obvious reasons suggested tracker
locations are not set out here — for details contact the V8 Registrar.

What does a tracker cost?

Three bundled service levels are available, each comprises a
tracker, immobiliser and first year subscription. The SAFE option
has 24 hour monitoring, SMS text alerts only for power tamper and
unauthorised movement, all for £259 then £79pa after the first year.
The SAFER option has in addition full real-time tracking via an app
and the web, remote vehicle immobiliser, email/SMS and app alerts
all for £299 then £99pa. The SAFEST option has in addition 24/7
UK Police incident interaction so in the event of theft Classic
Tracker will work with the Police to recover your car, all for £399
then £199pa. See our “More” webpage for more information.
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https://classic-tracker.com/
http://www.v8register.net/articles/190109-classic-tracker-photos.pdf
http://www.v8register.net/more.htm

