New all-alloy Dunlop composite lookalike replacement wheels for the MGBGTVS8

New all-alloy replacement 15 inch V8 wheels with a polished rim

New all-alloy 15” replacement wheels for the MGBGTV8 with an alloy centre
and a highly polished alloy rim are available from Clive Wheatley mgv8parts.
They are produced with the distinctive faceted feature of the wheel centre of the
original Dunlop composite wheel to make a wheel which looks so close to the
original yet is a strong wheel too. Clive says “the highly polished finish of the rim of
the new wheel looks just like the chromed rim of the original Dunlop wheel. These
wheels are made by a specialist in the West Midlands with over 24 years’
experience of manufacturing alloy wheels including high performance wheels for
motor racing customers.”

The all-alloy wheels are nano coated to provide protection from the potentially
damaging effects road spray, particularly on the alloy rims. As with many alloy
wheels, the manufacturer recommends washing the wheels when they are coated
with a film of road spray. Most V8 enthusiasts with the standard Dunlop composite
wheels would do that in any case but with alloys it's particularly desirable they are
not left with a coating of road film.

These wheels are available as 15 inch diameter, rather than the original
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Original 14” Dunlop composite V8 wheel - chrome steel rim & alloy centre

14”, as the 15” wheel allows a larger brake caliper to be fitted and the Hoyle front
and rear suspension upgrades too. With 175 or 185/65 R15 tyres the rolling
circumference is a little less than with the original 175 80 R14 tyre, so at 65mph on
the speedo the actual speed is a little lower at 62.2 and 63.6mph respectively.

New all-alloy replacement V8 wheels make good financial sense too because
serious rust can set in on the chromed steel rims of the original Dunlop composite
wheels. Refurbishment is possible by a very few specialists, but is expensive.
Occasionally a set of these original wheels comes up for sale but they are not easy
to find these days. So if you want to retain the originality with a set of Dunlop
wheels, surely one of the key characteristics of the model, you need to make a
careful check of the wheels for deep rust pitting on the rims when buying a factory
V8 because badly pitted rims cannot be re-chromed properly. These new all-alloy
replacement V8 wheels cost £333 each plus VAT and carriage which compares
favourably with the cost of refurbishing original Dunlop composite V8 wheels which
is typically between £350 and £400 a wheel.
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Above: New alloy wheel centre cones are also available at
£11.54 each plus VAT and carriage. The MG badges for fixing to
the outside face of the cones are also available.

Left: The new all alloy wheels are technically a three part
wheel with an alloy centre and two alloy rim sections (outer and
inner). Should you damage the outer rim edge then a new alloy
replacement can be fitted restoring the wheel to a good condition
again. Contact Clive Wheatley mgv8parts for details of that service.
Contacts: www.v8register.net/lifeline.htm#clivew

How do the available tyre sizes compare?

See the comparison tables on page 3 using the online tyre
comparison website at:
www.tacomaworld.com/forum/tirecalc.php?tires=175-80r14-185-
65r15

What do the tyre sidewall markings mean?

For further information on tyre sidewall markings, see our useful
notes.

www.v8register.net/subpages/tyresidewallmarkingsl.htm



http://www.v8register.net/lifeline.htm#clivew
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175780-14 175f65-15 Difference
Diamneter inches (mm) 25.02 (635.6)  23.96 (608.5) -1.07 (-27.1) -4.3%
Width inches (mm) 6.89 (175) £.89 (175) 0 (0) 0%
Circum. inches (mm) 78.61 (1996.8) 75.26 (1911.66) -3.35 (-85.14) -4.3%
Sidewall Height inches (mm)  5.51 (140) 4,45 (113.75) -1.03 (-26.25) -18.8%

Revolutions per mile (km) 805,96 (500.8) 841.86 (523.1) 35.89 (22.3) 4.5%0

Speedometer Difference
20 mph (32.19 km/h) 19.15 mph (30.81 km/h)
25 mph (40.23 km¢h) 23.92 mph (38.52 km/h)
30 mph (45.28 km/h) 28.72 mph (46.22 km/h)
35 mph (56,33 km/h) 33.51 mph (53.93 km/h)
40 mph (64,37 km/h) 38.29 mph (81.63 km/h)
45 mph (72 42 km/h) 43,08 mph (89.33 km/h)
50 mph (8047 km/h) 47 .87 mph (77.04 km/h)
EE mph (8851 km/h) 52.65 mph (84.74 km/h)
&0 mph (96,58 km/h) 57 .44 mph (9244 km/h)
&5 mph (104.61 krn/h) - 62,23 mph (100.15 krn/h)

175f80-14 185/65-15 Difference
Diarneter inches (mm) 25,02 (635.6)  24.47 (621.5) -0.56 (-14.1) -2.2%
width inches (mm)  6.89 (175) 7.28 (185) 0.39 (10) 5.7%
Circurn. inches (mm) 78.61 (1996.8)  76.87 (1952.5)  -1.74 (-44.3) -2.2%0
Sidewall Height inches (mm) 5,51 (140) 4,73 (120.25) -0.78 (-19.75) -14.1%0

Revolutions per mile (km) 805,96 (500.8) 824,25 (512.16) 18,28 (11.356) 2.3%

Speedometer Difference

20 mph (32.19 km/h) 19.56 mph (31.47 km/h)
25 mph (40.23 km/h) 24.45 mph (39.34 kr/h)
30 mph (48.28 krm/h) 29.33 mph (47.21 km/h)
35 mph (56.33 kmh) 34,22 mph (55.08 km/h)
40 mph (64.37 km/h) 29.11 mph (62.95 km/h)
45 mph (7242 kmh) 44 mph (70.81 k)

50 mph (8047 kmh) 48.8% mph (75.68 km/h)
55 mph (88.51 km/h) 53.78 mph (88.55 km/h)
&0 mph (96.56 km/h) 58.67 mph (94 42 km/h)
65 mph (104.61 km/h)  63.56 mph (102.29 km/h)
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Comparing a 175 65 R15 with a 175 80 R14
originally fitted to a Factory MGBGTV8

Rolling circumference is 3.35 inches (or 4.3%)
less.

With the speedometer reading 65mph, the
actual road speed is slightly lower at 62.2 mph,
some 2.8 mph (or 4.3%) less.

Comparing a 185 65 R15 with a 175 80 R14
originally fitted to a Factory MGBGTV8

Rolling circumference is 1.74 inches (or 2.3%)
less.

With the speedometer reading 65mph, the
actual road speed is very slightly lower at 63.6
mph, some 1.4 mph (or 2.3%) less.



