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Motor vehicle traffic in Great Britain, since 1949
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Vehicle traffic changes in Great Britain 1973 to 2018
Year billion miles
1973: 146.6
2018: 328.1
Increase: 181.5 126.8%
Note: the drop in traffic miles from 1973 to 1975 seen in the chart
above was during the Suez crisis and the OPEC oil embargo.
The following figures show the reductions in traffic levels in 1974 compared to 1973:

Month % Change in Traffic Levels | % Change in Traffic Levels
(1974 on 1972) (1974 on 1973)

April 46 44

May 23 -1.3

June 33 6.5

July -1.4 -6.9

August 3.2 -3.8

September 1.0 -5.3

October 20 -1.1

November 3.0 -1.4

December 06 13.3 >

These reductions in traffic levels at the time when traffic levels were

generally rising at around 5% pa. There is no doubt that traffic levels Growth of van traffic in Great Britian
fell in 1973/74 in response to the sharply increased fuel prices when  Growth from 1994 to 2018 has been 89%.
petrol doubled from 36p to 72p per gallon, and also to the recession

conditions in 1974. Indices of Gross Domestic Product {SOP) and lorry traffic,
1983-2018
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Growth in heavy lorries 1993 to 2018

Traffic of lorries with four or more axles was 87% higher in 2018
than 25 years ago.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/808555/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2018.pdf

