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Long distances on roads in Africa. 
 

 
A sign on the back of a bus setting out the speed limits On the back of the bus, 
“wide tar” refers to a normal two lane road. In that part of the World they also have 
single lane tar strips - one in Malawi was about 75km long between two towns. The 
first one to blink has to pull off onto the dirt at the side in order to miss the 
oncoming vehicle – this effectively means that buses, always “on a mission,” stay 
on the tar and you have to pull off at 100km/h or whatever onto a miserable, rough, 
hard shoulder full of pot holes and washed out ravines. Great fun especially at 
night! 

 
A road sign – no elephants were encountered. 
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Lake Malawi is a freshwater lake with easy to remember dimensions: 365 miles long and 52 miles wide. It’s one of the African Rift Valley lakes and has unique species of 
fish, warm water, nice beaches and the odd hippo. 


