The legal implications of mounting a camcorder on your windscreen

It is important to be aware of the legal requirements when mounting a camcorder
on the windscreen and how it can affect the driver’s view of the road.

General Requirements

Front view

The specific act of placing stickers in car windows is not in itself illegal. However, it
is an offence, under regulation 30 of The Road Vehicles (Construction & Use)
Regulations 1986 (S | 1986 No. 1078), to drive a vehicle in which the glass is
maintained in such a condition that the vision of the driver is impaired.

It is also a requirement of the MOT Test that any windscreen that is damaged or
obscured to the extent where the vision of the driver is impaired may fail the test.
In practice, the annual test will check that items placed in, or stuck to, the
windscreen, or surface damage, cracks or discolouration in the windscreen do not
seriously obscure the vision of the driver. In order to better define what may be
permissible the windscreen is divided into Zones:

Zone A is a vertical area 290mm wide, centred on the steering wheel and
contained within the swept area of the windscreen (this area is 350mm wide on
vehicles over 3.5 tonnes), and

Zone B is the remainder of the swept area of the windscreen.

For simplicity, surface damage, cracks or discolouration, are simply referred to
as damage.

In Zone A, a single damaged area shall be contained within a 10mm diameter
circle. A combination of minor damage areas shall not seriously restrict the drivers
view. Windscreen stickers, or other obstructions, shall not encroach more than
10mm.

In Zone B, a single damaged area shall be contained within a 40mm diameter
circle. Windscreen stickers, or other obstructions, shall not encroach more than
40mm.

Rear view

Whilst there is nothing specifically illegal about obscuring the drivers view through
the rear window of a car, where a rear window is obscured (for example by an
oversized sticker or load) the driver may be liable to prosecution if the vehicle does
not meet the requirements of regulation 33 of The Road Vehicles (Construction &
Use) Regulations 1986, which states that when a view to the rear is not possible
through the interior rear-view mirror, two fully functional exterior mirrors must be
fitted to the vehicle.

You should also be aware that Regulation 100 of The Road Vehicles
(Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 requires: a motor vehicle, and all its
parts and accessories; the number of passengers carried, and the manner in which
any passengers are carried in or on a vehicle; and the weight, distribution, packing
and adjustment of the load of a vehicle, to be at all times such that no danger is
caused, or is likely to be caused, to any person in or on a vehicle or on a road.

Further to this, The Road Traffic Act 1988 (as amended by Section 8 of the Road
Traffic Act 1991) Part I, 40A, Using Vehicle in Dangerous Condition, states that: A
person is guilty of an offence if he uses, or causes or permits another to use, a
motor vehicle or trailer on the road when:
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(a) the condition of the motor vehicle or trailer, or of its accessories or equipment,
or

(b) the purpose for which it is used, or

(c) the number of passengers carried by it, or the manner in which they are
carried, or

(d) the weight, position or distribution of its load, or the manner in which it is
secured,

is such that the use of the motor vehicle or trailer involves a danger of injury to any

person.

Camcorders mounted on windscreens

Car camcorders are designed to be installed in a prominent position in your vehicle
in order to capture a clear view of the road ahead. However you must consider
where the camcorder is positioned to ensure it does not obscure the driver's view
in such a way as to be deemed as dangerous by the legal requirements outlined
above. This consideration is equally important for other windscreen-mounted
devices such as sathavs. Most car camcorders are ideally mounted behind the
rear-view mirror on the passenger's side of the vehicle. This places them in an
elevated position with a clear view of the road ahead while not being visible to the
driver and therefore not interrupting their view.
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120606172834/http:/assets.dft.gov.uk/
publications/dft-information-sheets/stickers-or-other-obscurations-in-front-and-rear-

windscreens.pdf

Zones A and B on an MGBGTVS8 windscreen

Zone A is marked in green and Zone B within the sweep of the windscreen wipers
shown in black. An outline of the camcorder mounted on the suction pad is
shown in black at the top of the windscreen.
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